
The Church Responds to God 
Let us join together now 

as we receive the tithes and offerings. 
We have this common faith and common calling 

to be in ministry—together. 
 

*You can send offerings through mail or on-line giving - the 
information is provided on our Webpage, www.monroeumc.com. 

Church still needs to pay the bills and staff, and connectional giving to 
the Conference. Offering is an act and a response to our Worship. 

 
OFFERING PRAYER     
Mighty God, our comfort and our strength: we have been 
navigating through this pandemic with anxiety and isolation. We 
have lived in fear of disease, death, and not having enough. Yet, 
we are here, offering our gifts to the work of your kingdom and 
reminding ourselves of the glory about to be revealed to us. 
Remind us that we are your children, that we are your heirs. 
Remind us that your plan is not bondage or decay but a love that 
will save us and free us. In Christ’s name, we pray. Amen. 
      
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION AND THE LORDS PRAYER 

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. 
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses 
as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into 

temptation but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the 
power, and the glory forever.  Amen. 

 
HYMN                           Hymn of Promise            #707 
                                  Ann Kloepping 
DEPART WITH BLESSING  
Go into God’s world with confidence and hope. God’s presence is 
with you in all that you do. Be those people who plant seeds of 
comfort and hope. God will bring about the harvest in due time. 
             
POSTLUDE            Sarah Johanson 
 
*Please Stand if you are able.  
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10th SUNDAY after PENTECOST 
 

PREPARATION FOR WORSHIP AT HOME 
1. If you’re at home with your spouse or family begin by 

gathering around the table. If it’s just you, maybe you could phone 
or FaceTime a friend to “join” you for worship.  

2. Once you’re in place light a candle to symbolize the presence of the 
Holy Spirit. This is a good way to signal that you are entering into 

sacred time, and the place where you were chatting and laughing just 
a moment ago has become a sacred place.  

3. Bring your own Bible (and a Hymnal). 
4. Turn on your computer, smartphone, or tablet PC  

5. Login www.monroeumc.com and scroll down 
Or Facebook Live Stream 9:30 am 

Login - Facebook.com/Monroe United Methodist Church 
 

CENTERING WORDS 
“The Lord knows each and every one of us and loves each one dearly. 
Sometimes it feels as though God has drifted away from us. Be strong! 

Look for the ways in which God is present to you.” 
 
PRELUDE            Sarah Johanson 
 
WELCOME AND GREETINGS                   Kenrad Pederson  
 
*CALL TO WORSHIP 
L: Given all the troubles of the day, we often look more closely at  
     them. Come, open your hearts and spirits to God’s love and  
     presence. 
P: Lord, help us to see your presence in all of life’s circumstances.  
     AMEN. 



 
OPEN CHORUS      I’ll Praise My Maker While I’ve Breath        #60  
                      Ann Kloepping 
 
UNISON PRAYER                                                           Jane Gaulrapp 
Patient Lord, it is so easy for us to focus on all the things that are 
wrong. We spend much time and energy in anger and sorrow, 
leaving behind the possibilities of hope and service to you. Ease 
our hearts, O Lord. Forgive our willingness to get caught up in the 
negative. Direct our steps toward positive actions that will produce 
growth and peace. We offer this prayer in the name of Jesus 
Christ. AMEN. 
 
TIME FOR SILENT PRAYER 
 
WORDS OF ASSURANCE 
God’s seeds of love have already been sown in your midst. Come and 
see the love of God outpoured for you. You are God’s beloved ones. 
Come, live in the light of God. Amen! 
 

The Church Hears God’s Word  
 
RESPONSIVE READING Psalm 23 (King James Version) #137 
L: The Lord is my shepherd; I shall not want. 
P: He maketh me to lie down in green pastures; 
 he leadeth me beside the still waters. 
L: He restoreth my soul:  
 he leadeth me in the paths of righteousness for his name’s sake. 
P: Yea, though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death,  
     I will fear no evil: for thou art with me;  

thy rod and thy staff they comfort me.  
L: Thou preparest a table before me 
 in the presence of mine enemies: 
      thou anointest my head with oil; 
 my cup runneth over. 
P: Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me 
 all the days of my life: 
      and I will dwell in the house of the Lord for ever. 
 

 
John 8:48-59 NRSV 
48 The Jews answered him, “Are we not right in saying that you are a 
Samaritan and have a demon?” 49 Jesus answered, “I do not have a 
demon; but I honor my Father, and you dishonor me. 50 Yet I do not 
seek my own glory; there is one who seeks it and he is the 
judge. 51 Very truly, I tell you, whoever keeps my word will never see 
death.” 52 The Jews said to him, “Now we know that you have a 
demon. Abraham died, and so did the prophets; yet you say, 
‘Whoever keeps my word will never taste death.’ 53 Are you greater 
than our father Abraham, who died? The prophets also died. Who do 
you claim to be?” 54 Jesus answered, “If I glorify myself, my glory is 
nothing. It is my Father who glorifies me, he of whom you say, ‘He is 
our God,’ 55 though you do not know him. But I know him; if I would 
say that I do not know him, I would be a liar like you. But I do know 
him and I keep his word. 56 Your ancestor Abraham rejoiced that he 
would see my day; he saw it and was glad.” 57 Then the Jews said to 
him, “You are not yet fifty years old, and have you seen Abraham?” 

58 Jesus said to them, “Very truly, I tell you, before Abraham was,        
I am.” 59 So they picked up stones to throw at him, but Jesus hid 
himself and went out of the temple.   
      
L: This is the word of the Lord 
P: Thanks be to God! 
 
RESPONSIVE HYMN     The Strife Is O’er, the Battle Done        #306 
                                             Ann Kloepping 
 
SERMON                                                                     Kenrad Pederson 


