The Church Responds to God
From the abundant ways in which God has blessed our lives, let us
share our tithes and offerings in joy and gratitude. Let us receive our
morning offering.
*You can send offerings through mail or online giving at Tithe.ly
- more information is provided on www.monroeumc.com.
OFFERING PRAYER (in unison)
Ever vigilant God, you watch over us every night as we sleep
and every day as we rise to do our work and as we gather at tables
to feast on the food you provide. Your care for us is never ceasing.
We long to be as vigilant as we strive to be the kingdom-ready
church you desire here on earth. Help us to keep our eyes and ears
open to the needs around us. We dedicate these gifts to you,
Generous God, even as we dedicate our lives to you. Keep us true
to our promise, that we may witness to you with all that we are
and all that we do. Amen.
INTERCESSORY PRAYER AND THE LORD’S PRAYER (in unison)

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses
as we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever.
Amen.
*HYMN

Precious Lord, Take My Hand
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9:30 Worship

23rd Sunday After Pentecost
PREPARATION FOR WORSHIP AT HOME
1. If you’re at home with your spouse or family begin by
gathering around the table. If it’s just you, maybe you could phone
or FaceTime a friend to “join” you for worship.
2. Once you’re in place light a candle to symbolize the presence of the
Holy Spirit. This is a good way to signal that you are entering into
sacred time, and the place where you were chatting and laughing just
a moment ago has become a sacred place.
3. Bring your own Bible (and a Hymnal).
4. Turn on your computer, smartphone, or tablet PC
5. Login www.monroeumc.com and scroll down
Or Facebook Live Stream 9:30 am
Login - Facebook.com/Monroe United Methodist Church

CENTERING WORDS
Jesus wants us to be ready. But ready for what? How do we keep our
eyes open for the Christ who comes? Worship is what prepares us for
seeing Christ at work among us. It is where we cultivate the practices
that keep us aware of how to recognize Christ among us.

*DEPART WITH BLESSING
We do not know the day or the hour, but we do know that God goes
with us at all hours, on all days. Go with the love of God, the peace of
Christ, and the communion of the Holy Spirit.
All: We go to witness and serve!

PRELUDE

POSTLUDE

WELCOME AND GREETINGS

John Daane
*Please stand if you are able.

Organ

John Daane
Pastor

CALL TO WORSHIP
L: This day the Lord is showering us with mercy, bringing us hope.
We long to feel the showers of hope and mercy on us.
Lord, open our hearts as we reach out to others in compassion.
AMEN.
OPENING CHORUS

Blessed Assurance
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UNISON PRAYER
Robyn Essler
Your love has brought us together, O Lord, and it is your love that
sustains us through each day. We pray that you would keep us
faithful. Even as we watch for signs of your kingdom, strengthen
us to work with you to bring about, here and now, your reign on
earth. Give us the courage to witness to your presence in the
world, today, tomorrow, and into the future. We pray in the name
of the One who comes, Christ our Savior. Amen.
TIME FOR SILENT PRAYER
WORDS OF ASSURANCE
God's promises are never forgotten. Do not grieve as those who have
no hope. Our hope is in God, and not even death can overcome that
hope. Enter into God's mercy and love! AMEN.

The Church Hears God’s Word
Scripture – Joshua 24:1-3a, 14-15, 19-25
24 Then Joshua assembled all the tribes of Israel at
Shechem. He summoned the elders, leaders, judges and
officials of Israel, and they presented themselves before
God.2 Joshua said to all the people, “This is what the LORD, the
God of Israel, says: ‘Long ago your ancestors, including Terah
the father of Abraham and Nahor, lived beyond the Euphrates
River and worshiped other gods. 3 But I took your father
Abraham from the land beyond the Euphrates and led him
throughout Canaan and gave him many descendants. I gave
him Isaac,

14 “Now

fear the LORD and serve him with all faithfulness. Throw
away the gods your ancestors worshiped beyond the Euphrates
River and in Egypt, and serve the LORD. 15 But if serving
the LORD seems undesirable to you, then choose for yourselves
this day whom you will serve, whether the gods your ancestors
served beyond the Euphrates, or the gods of the Amorites, in
whose land you are living. But as for me and my household, we
will serve the LORD.”
19 Joshua

said to the people, “You are not able to serve
the LORD. He is a holy God; he is a jealous God. He will not
forgive your rebellion and your sins. 20 If you forsake
the LORD and serve foreign gods, he will turn and bring
disaster on you and make an end of you, after he has been
good to you.” 21 But the people said to Joshua, “No! We will
serve the LORD.” 22 Then Joshua said, “You are
witnesses against yourselves that you have chosen to serve
the LORD.” “Yes, we are witnesses,” they replied. 23 “Now then,”
said Joshua, “throw away the foreign gods that are among you
and yield your hearts to the LORD, the God of Israel.” 24 And the
people said to Joshua, “We will serve the LORD our God and
obey him.” 25 On that day Joshua made a covenant for the
people, and there at Shechem he reaffirmed for them decrees
and laws.
L: This is the word of the Lord
P: Thanks be to God!
SERMON

Dr. Kim

