Monroe United Methodist Church

The Church Responds to God
We hear Christ’s words this day as we strive to be stewards of God’s
great mercy. Let us give generously as we too remember that our very
selves belong to God.
*You can send offerings through mail or online giving at Tithe.ly
- more information is provided on www.monroeumc.com.
OFFERING PRAYER (in unison)
God of the far-flung universe and God who is closer than our
own heartbeat, we long to dwell in your closeness, abiding in you
and you abiding in us. However, the call to abide in other places is
strong - to abide in the world of popularity and acceptance or in
the world of increasing wealth and power centered around our
own wants and desires. As we offer our gifts and ourselves to you,
help us turn away from other calls and abide in that place of
heart’s deepest desire, in your Son, Jesus, and he in us. In Christ,
we pray. Amen.
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION AND THE LORD’S PRAYER
THE LORD’S PRAYER (in unison)
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses
as we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever.
Amen.
*HYMN

We’ve a Story to Tell to the Nations

#569 (1 & 3)
Jeff Ingebritsen

*DEPART WITH BLESSING
No one has ever seen God. As you pass through, someone will draw
near. It may be the risen Christ, disguised as a weary stranger. Behold
the face of your God, and offer the stranger your water.
May Christ Jesus abide in you and give you life.
POSTLUDE
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9:30 Worship

Fifth Sunday of Easter
PREPARATION FOR WORSHIP AT HOME
1. If you’re at home with your spouse or family begin by
gathering around the table. If it’s just you, maybe you could phone
or FaceTime a friend to “join” you for worship.
2. Once you’re in place light a candle to symbolize the presence of the
Holy Spirit. This is a good way to signal that you are entering into
sacred time, and the place where you were chatting and laughing just
a moment ago has become a sacred place.
3. Bring your own Bible (and a Hymnal).
4. Turn on your computer, smartphone, or tablet PC
5. Login www.monroeumc.com and scroll down
Or Facebook Live Stream 9:30 am
Login - Facebook.com/Monroe United Methodist Church

CENTERING WORDS
Jesus said, 'If you abide in me, and my words abide in you, ask for
whatever you wish, and it will be done for you.' Let us now approach
him with confidence.
WELCOME AND GREETINGS
PRELUDE

Pastor
John Daane

CALL TO WORSHIP
God is the True Vine,
And we are the branches.
We come to worship God, who is the True Vine.
God, teach us how to remain connected so that we might bear good
fruit!
OPENING CHORUS

To God Be the Glory

#98 (1 & 3)
Jeff Ingebritsen

UNISON PRAYER
Lindsay Hyland
O God, in the beginning you created heaven and earth. And,
one day, as you walked upon the land, you came upon a very fertile
hill and imagined there a vineyard purple with grapes. So with
your own hands you dug it and cleared it of stones, and planted it
with choice vines; long you tended it and looked for it to yield its
fruit, but it yielded only wild grapes.
No more could you have done for your vineyard, Lord. Your
pleasant planting turned bitter and rebelled against you. You
looked for justice, but, behold, we bore bloodshed; you looked for
righteousness, but, behold, we produced a cry!
Christ is the vine, Lord; make us the branches. Whatever you
ask us to be, we shall be; whatever you ask us to do, shall be done.
AMEN.
TIME FOR SILENT PRAYER
WORDS OF ASSURANCE
Jesus said: “If you reside in me, and my words reside in you,
ask whatever you will and it shall be done for you.” Friends, we have
asked for forgiveness and correction. It has been truly done for us. It is
being done for us. And it will be done for us in Jesus’ name. AMEN.
RESPONSIVE HYMN

Help Us Accept Each Other

#560 (1 & 2)
Jeff Ingebritsen

The Church Hears God’s Word
Scripture – Acts 8:26-40
26 Now an angel of the Lord said to Philip, “Go south to the road—the desert
road—that goes down from Jerusalem to Gaza.” 27 So he started out, and on
his way he met an Ethiopian eunuch, an important official in charge of all the
treasury of the Kandake (which means “queen of the Ethiopians”). This man
had gone to Jerusalem to worship, 28 and on his way home was sitting in his
chariot reading the Book of Isaiah the prophet. 29 The Spirit told Philip, “Go

to that chariot and stay near it.” 30 Then Philip ran up to the chariot and heard
the man reading Isaiah the prophet. “Do you understand what you are
reading?” Philip asked. 31 “How can I,” he said, “unless someone explains it
to me?” So he invited Philip to come up and sit with him. 32 This is the
passage of Scripture the eunuch was reading: “He was led like a sheep to the
slaughter, and as a lamb before its shearer is silent, so he did not open his
mouth. 33 In his humiliation he was deprived of justice. Who can speak of his
descendants? For his life was taken from the earth.” 34 The eunuch asked
Philip, “Tell me, please, who is the prophet talking about, himself or someone
else?” 35 Then Philip began with that very passage of Scripture and told him
the good news about Jesus. 36 As they traveled along the road, they came to
some water and the eunuch said, “Look, here is water. What can stand in the
way of my being baptized?” [37] Philip said, “If you believe with all your
heart, you may.” The eunuch answered, “I believe that Jesus Christ is the
Son of God.” 38 And he gave orders to stop the chariot. Then both Philip and
the eunuch went down into the water and Philip baptized him. 39 When they
came up out of the water, the Spirit of the Lord suddenly took Philip
away, and the eunuch did not see him again, but went on his way
rejoicing. 40 Philip, however, appeared at Azotus and traveled about,
preaching the gospel in all the towns until he reached Caesarea.
John 15:1-8
15 “I am the true vine, and my Father is the gardener. 2 He cuts off every
branch in me that bears no fruit, while every branch that does bear fruit he
prunes so that it will be even more fruitful. 3 You are already clean because
of the word I have spoken to you. 4 Remain in me, as I also remain in
you. No branch can bear fruit by itself; it must remain in the vine. Neither can
you bear fruit unless you remain in me.
5 “I am the vine; you are the branches. If you remain in me and I in you, you
will bear much fruit; apart from me you can do nothing. 6 If you do not
remain in me, you are like a branch that is thrown away and withers; such
branches are picked up, thrown into the fire and burned. 7 If you remain in
me and my words remain in you, ask whatever you wish, and it will be done
for you. 8 This is to my Father’s glory, that you bear much fruit, showing
yourselves to be my disciples.

L: This is the word of the Lord
P: Thanks be to God!
SERMON

Dr. Kim

