
The Church Responds to God 
We hear Christ’s words this day as we strive to be stewards of God’s 

great mercy. Let us give generously as we too remember that our very 

selves belong to God. 
 

*You can send offerings through mail or online giving at Tithe.ly 

- more information is provided on www.monroeumc.com. 
 

OFFERING PRAYER (in unison)   

      Loving God of both comfort and challenge; we have been 

blessed to know the feeling of being surrounded in your loving 

arms like a child. Yet we also know that is not a place we can stay. 

You send us to be part of the world – with all its ugliness, anger, 

hate, deceit, and betrayals – but not of the world. You call us to 

give, so that love, compassion, and hope might be set loose.  

     We are not giving as those who are of the world – expecting to 

receive in the transaction. We give instead out of gratitude for your 

loving heart, made known to us in Christ. Use us in this way, we 

pray in the blessed name of Christ, who by your love overcame 

death. Amen. 
 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION AND THE LORD’S PRAYER 
 

THE LORD’S PRAYER (in unison) 

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. 

Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses 

as we forgive those who trespass against us. 

And lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil.  

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever.  

Amen. 
 

*HYMN                 Open My Eyes, That I May See           #454 (1 & 2)

                                            Linda Moser                                   
 

*DEPART WITH BLESSING  

     Let us go forth into the new seasons of our lives. We go forth into  

growing and changing and living. 

     Let us go with caring awareness for the world and all that is in it. 

    We go to discover the needs and opportunities around us. 
 

POSTLUDE                                            Robert Eversman           
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PREPARATION FOR WORSHIP AT HOME 
1. If you’re at home with your spouse or family begin by 

gathering around the table. If it’s just you, maybe you could phone 

or FaceTime a friend to “join” you for worship.  

2. Once you’re in place light a candle to symbolize the presence of the 

Holy Spirit. This is a good way to signal that you are entering into 

sacred time, and the place where you were chatting and laughing just 

a moment ago has become a sacred place.  

3. Bring your own Bible (and a Hymnal). 

4. Turn on your computer, smartphone, or tablet PC  

5. Login www.monroeumc.com and scroll down 

Or Facebook Live Stream 9:30 am 

Login - Facebook.com/Monroe United Methodist Church 

 

 

CENTERING WORDS 

Called to proclaim repentance, we are reluctant to look at our own 

failings. Invited to witness to God's loving forgiveness of sins, we 

would rather not speak aloud of our own. Let us trust in the One who 

offers us hope and healing. 

 

 

WELCOME AND GREETINGS             Pastor  

 

PRELUDE                              Robert Eversman          

 

 

http://www.monroeumc.com/
http://www.monroeumc.com/


CALL TO WORSHIP 

      Jesus Christ has ascended into the heavens and sits at the right hand 

of God while we are down here laboring doing the best that we can to 

survive. 

     “God, we are your children and we need you to help us, so that our 

feet won’t slip and our faith won’t waver. We believe in you and trust 

in your Holy Word. Do it God! Do it today!” AMEN. 
  

OPENING CHORUS    Praise to the Lord, the Almighty   #139 (1 & 3)                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                            

          Linda Moser 
 

UNISON PRAYER                  Jane Gaulrapp   

     Our gracious, eternal God, we thank you for the challenges 

which life brings. It also brings changes which sometimes throw us 

into crisis. Be with us in such times in our Christian community. 

Like the early disciples help us in our common life to find your 

guidance in our collective decisions. 

     Help us to approach our decisions, seeking your guidance 

through prayer. Help us to examine our own hearts for any 

unseemly motives. Help us to focus on the common good and not 

be driven by our own selfish interests. Help us to seek consensus 

and never be satisfied with power plays and divisiveness. Help us 

all to share in our mutual ministry. Lead us forward and help us to 

create a community where love, acceptance, and mutuality are 

expressed. In Jesus’ name. Amen. 
 

TIME FOR SILENT PRAYER 
 

WORDS OF ASSURANCE 

 God is gracious and God offers blessings. God calls us to life in 

the world. God offers us the chance to explore how to live out God's 

vision. We are called, we are forgiven, we are blessed. AMEN. 
 

RESPONSIVE HYMN              On Eagle’s Wings           #143 (1 & 2)   

                                                                                              Linda Moser 
 

The Church Hears God’s Word 
 

Scripture – Acts 1:15-17, 21-26 
15 In those days Peter stood up among the believers (a group 

numbering about a hundred and twenty) 16 and said, “Brothers and 

sisters, the Scripture had to be fulfilled in which the Holy Spirit spoke 

long ago through David concerning Judas, who served as guide for 

those who arrested Jesus. 17 He was one of our number and shared in 

our ministry.” 21 Therefore it is necessary to choose one of the men 

who have been with us the whole time the Lord Jesus was living 

among us, 22 beginning from John’s baptism to the time when Jesus 

was taken up from us. For one of these must become a witness with us 

of his resurrection.” 23 So they nominated two men: Joseph called 

Barsabbas (also known as Justus) and Matthias. 24 Then they 

prayed, “Lord, you know everyone’s heart. Show us which of these 

two you have chosen 25 to take over this apostolic ministry, which 

Judas left to go where he belongs.” 26 Then they cast lots, and the lot 

fell to Matthias; so he was added to the eleven apostles. 
 

Luke 24:44-53 
 44 He said to them, “This is what I told you while I was still with 

you: Everything must be fulfilled that is written about me in the Law of 

Moses, the Prophets and the Psalms.” 45 Then he opened their minds 

so they could understand the Scriptures. 46 He told them, “This is what 

is written: The Messiah will suffer and rise from the dead on the third 

day, 47 and repentance for the forgiveness of sins will be preached in 

his name to all nations, beginning at Jerusalem. 48 You are 

witnesses of these things. 49 I am going to send you what my Father 

has promised; but stay in the city until you have been clothed with 

power from on high.” 50 When he had led them out to the vicinity of 

Bethany, he lifted up his hands and blessed them. 51 While he was 

blessing them, he left them and was taken up into heaven. 52 Then they 

worshiped him and returned to Jerusalem with great joy. 53 And they 

stayed continually at the temple, praising God. 

 

L: This is the word of the Lord 

P: Thanks be to God! 
 

SERMON                                                                  Dr. Kim  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


