
 
The Church Responds to God 

We hear Christ’s words this day as we strive to be stewards of God’s 

great mercy. Let us give generously as we too remember that our very 

selves belong to God. 
 

*You can send offerings through mail or online giving at Tithe.ly 

- more information is provided on www.monroeumc.com. 
 

OFFERING PRAYER (in unison)   

   Lord of all bounty and blessing, the gifts we offer to you are like 

seeds. Some will take root nearby, and we will see them grow and 

bear fruit. Some will be carried far beyond where we can see, and 

we have faith that they will find good soil and thrive. We thank 

you for the privilege of being called to sow. Bless with the joy of 

good fruit the seed we will see and the seed we will never see. We 

pray this in the loving name of Jesus, gardener and savior. Amen. 
 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION AND THE LORD’S PRAYER 
 

THE LORD’S PRAYER (in unison) 

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. 

Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses 

as we forgive those who trespass against us. 

And lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil.  

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever.  

Amen. 
 

*HYMN                      Hymn of Promise                                         #707 

                                  Ann Kloepping 

*DEPART WITH BLESSING  

God calls us when we least expect it, inviting us to be in Christ. 

Walk out into the world, knowing that you are part of God’s life-

giving new creation. 
 

POSTLUDE                  John Daane 
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PREPARATION FOR WORSHIP AT HOME 
1. If you’re at home with your spouse or family begin by 

gathering around the table. If it’s just you, maybe you could phone 

or FaceTime a friend to “join” you for worship.  

2. Once you’re in place light a candle to symbolize the presence of the 

Holy Spirit. This is a good way to signal that you are entering into 

sacred time, and the place where you were chatting and laughing just 

a moment ago has become a sacred place.  

3. Bring your own Bible (and a Hymnal). 

4. Turn on your computer, smartphone, or tablet PC  

5. Login www.monroeumc.com and scroll down 

Or Facebook Live Stream 9:30 am 

Login - Facebook.com/Monroe United Methodist Church 

 

 

CENTERING WORDS 

Faith is a walk, not just something we claim to see. We claim life 

beyond physical reality by way of how we walk while in the body. 
 

PRELUDE                                       John Daane 
 

WELCOME AND GREETINGS             Pastor  
 

CALL TO WORSHIP 

 L: When we gather to worship God, we remember that we are God’s 

people. Trusting God’s power to make us new person in Christ. We 

come to hear God’s call. 

P: We walk by faith. AMEN. 

 

http://www.monroeumc.com/
http://www.monroeumc.com/


     OPENING HYMN     Great Is Thy Faithfulness             #140 (1 & 3) 

     Ann Kloepping    
 

OPENING PRAYER                    Jane Gaulrapp   

     Holy God, you call us to live in mystery, to walk by faith. Yet 

we long for plans with goals and schedules. It’s hard to live by 

faith. You call us to place our trust in you, to live according to 

your direction. God of every thought and reality, the holy, 

prophetic sustainer of community, we gather here today as your 

people, children of the good news. Assure us of your presence once 

again, that we may trust the mystery of life and growth, as we 

gather in the name of our Savior, 

who is Jesus, the Christ. Amen. 
 

TIME FOR SILENT PRAYER 
 

WORDS OF ASSURANCE 

    God sows the good news in tiny seeds, inviting us to tend the soil 

of community, and marvel as they grow. 

In the name of Jesus, who is the Christ, you are forgiven. AMEN. 
 

RESPONSIVE HYMN        Many Gifts, One Spirit          #114 (1 & 2)     

                                                                                                                                     Ann Kloepping    

The Church Hears God’s Word 
 

Scripture – 2 Corinthians 5:6-17 
6 So we are always confident; even though we know that while we are 

at home in the body we are away from the Lord - 7 for we walk by 

faith, not by sight. 8 Yes, we do have confidence, and we would rather 

be away from the body and at home with the Lord. 9 So whether we 

are at home or away, we make it our aim to please him. 10 For all of 

us must appear before the judgment seat of Christ, so that each may 

receive recompense for what has been done in the body, whether good 

or evil. The Ministry of Reconciliation 11 Therefore, knowing the fear 

of the Lord, we try to persuade others; but we ourselves are well 

known to God, and I hope that we are also well known to your 

consciences. 12 We are not commending ourselves to you again, but 

giving you an opportunity to boast about us, so that you may be able to 

answer those who boast in outward appearance and not in the 

heart. 13 For if we are beside ourselves, it is for God; if we are in our 

right mind, it is for you. 14 For the love of Christ urges us on, because 

we are convinced that one has died for all; therefore all have 

died. 15 And he died for all, so that those who live might live no 

longer for themselves, but for him who died and was raised for them.  

16 From now on, therefore, we regard no one from a human point of 

view; even though we once knew Christ from a human point of 

view, we know him no longer in that way. 17 So if anyone is in Christ, 

there is a new creation: everything old has passed away; see, 

everything has become new! 
 

Mark 4:26-34 

26 He also said, “The kingdom of God is as if someone would scatter 

seed on the ground, 27 and would sleep and rise night and day, and the 

seed would sprout and grow, he does not know how. 28 The earth 

produces of itself, first the stalk, then the head, then the full grain in 

the head. 29 But when the grain is ripe, at once he goes in with his 

sickle, because the harvest has come.” The Parable of the Mustard 

Seed 30 He also said, “With what can we compare the kingdom of 

God, or what parable will we use for it? 31 It is like a mustard seed, 

which, when sown upon the ground, is the smallest of all the seeds on 

earth; 32 yet when it is sown it grows up and becomes the greatest of 

all shrubs, and puts forth large branches, so that the birds of the air can 

make nests in its shade.” The Use of Parables 33 With many such 

parables he spoke the word to them, as they were able to hear it; 34 he 

did not speak to them except in parables, but he explained everything 

in private to his disciples. 
 

L: This is the word of the Lord 

P: Thanks be to God! 
 

SERMON                                                              Dr. Kim  
 
 

 

 

Communion Hymn         One Bread, One Body              #620 (Verse 1) 

                                                                                         Ann Kloepping 
 

THE LORD’S TABLE 

A SACRAMENT OF THE HOLY COMMUNION 
 

Invitation 

L: The Lord be with you. 

P: And also with you. 

L: Lifts up your hearts. 

P: We lift them up to the Lord. 
 

Christ has died; Christ is risen; Christ will come again. 


