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Office Hours
8:30 am - 4:00pm

The next Good News
Deadline January 25

Jesus said, “I am the Way, the Truth,
and the Life.” John 14:6
Our church exists so that all people might find the Way, know the Truth, and experience the Life!”
Through discipleship, ministry, fellowship and worship we strive to bring the joy of knowing Christ to our members and community.
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Monroe United Methodist Church
2227 4th Street, Monroe, WI 53566 • (608) 325-6700 · www.monroeumc.com · monroeumc@tds.net

Mission Statement
“Transformed Lives Transform Communities”
Bring them In
Grow them Up
Send them Out

We are called, empowered by the Holy Spirit, to reach out to the world, that longs for wholeness
and healing, through worship, fellowship,
discipleship and ministry, so that all people may experience salvation and
wholeness through Jesus Christ and glorify God!

There are four ways to join us for worship, Sunday 9:30 a.m.

In-person Worship
Drive-in Worship park in the parking lot, turn your radio to FM 90.5
Facebook live streaming
Worship will be recorded and posted at a later time to www.monroeumc.com
* In-Person Worship
Doors open at 9:00 a.m.
Center doors will be open. Please seat yourself in pews in front of marked post-it notes.
* Facemasks are required.
Please, no food or drink in the building.
Bathrooms nearest the sanctuary are open.
FM Transmitter/Ventilation Update
It is believed that the FM Transmitter does not pose a danger to medical devices, by staying away from the
sound booth.
Sanctuary ventilation is safe enough to accommodate people in the sanctuary with physical distancing.

HELP WANTED
We are seeking a soloist to sing hymns for our worship services.
Please let the church office know if you are interested.

Pastor’s Page
January 2021
I’ve had many tears and sorrow. I’ve had questions for tomorrow. There’s been times I didn’t know right
from wrong. But in every situation God gave me blessed consolation that my trials come to only make me
strong.
Through it all, Through it all, I learned to trust in Jesus. I’ve learned to trust in God.
Through it all, Through it all, I’ve learned to dependent upon His word…
(from the lyrics of Andréa Crouch)
Dear sisters and brothers in Christ,
Greetings to you in the name our precious Lord and Savior Jesus Christ!
First of all, I am thankful for God’s grace and the ministries and commitment of many people who gave
offerings to the church and sent cards and “thank you” notes to me and the staff in the midst of this unprecedented pandemic. Indeed, we’ve been through a lot for this year having lost many of our church
members and our loved ones. We need, however, to celebrate some of the positive outcomes throughout
the year of 2020.
We just finished to pay off 2019 Summer Project for air-conditioning and parking lot, $97,000, and actually exceeded the goal by now. Our Noah’s Ark Preschool after the transition in summer is doing better
than ever and continuing to impact the lives of young children and their families in this time of pandemic,
financially transparent and staff morale with the new Board, with having more than $113,779 revenue of
the income this year.
Our church’s finance has made a positive balance with net incomes, compare to the previous years’ negative balance by the end of year. We have not only survived this year but also thrived in this difficult time
of the year. Our SWIM giving has been increased more than $162,000 from the previous year.
Our on-line service keeps reaching out to more people including new people ever before.
Good news is connecting not only with the members but also non-members and their coworkers and
friends. Our sponsorship to Monroe Clinic and their online service reached out to about 1,000 views
through our church’s homepage. I personally believe that our worship experience is better than any other
churches that I know of. We have recruited more of volunteer people for our worship in the midst of
health concerns and safety guidelines.
Our prayer ministry through prayer chains and praying for one another is never ceasing and impacting
positively our lives and health with the grace of God in our midst. Our little food pantry is continuing to
support those who are in need throughout the year.
Our mission giving has been continued to support many parts of our communities, including scholarships
and hands-on support to various organizations such as: Green County Food Pantry, Northcott Neighborhood House, UMCOR, UM Child Service, Red Bird Mission, Family Promise of Green County, Monroe
Kinds Fund, Camp Scholarships, Compassion International, Souper Bowl Giving, total of $36,310 including $10,000 scholarships in this time of need and supported 100% our Apportionment of $63,000 to
the Connectional church.
The realities I have faced when I came to Monroe were not the same the church
used to be in the past years…lack of the staff and laity leaders in many areas in
the church. Through it all of this, I can say loudly and joyfully, GOD HAS
BEEN SO GOOD TO ME AND US. GOD IS GOOD ALL THE TIME!
Continued on the next page

GIVING
Stewardship as Discipleship
January 2021
You will be enriched in every way so that you can be generous on every occasion, and through us your generosity will
result in thanksgiving to God. This service that you perform is not only supplying the needs of the Lord’s people but is
also overflowing in many expressions of thanks to God.” (2 Corinthians 9:10-12)
God established a design for worshipping when God revealed to Moses the plan for the Tent of Meeting (aka Tabernacle). Central to that worship was sacrificial giving. God required gifts of animals and grain be brought to the Tabernacle
to be sacrificed and offered to God because it was pleasing to God. These gifts were the first fruits of the agricultural
work of the people representing a tithe (10%) of their production. God knew that an institution like Temple worship
would require resources to be sustained. We read in the Old Testament that the people’s gifts of meat and bread,
cooked in a way pleasing to God, directly provided food for the priests, guards, and caretakers of the temple and the
spiritual leaders of the tribes. Sharing the fruits of the harvest became the large feasts we read about in Jesus’ time. In
the modern Christian church, we maintain this pattern of giving designed by God. Now, people are called to give in a
way pleasing to God: first fruits representing 10% of each family’s productivity. Though, in modern times, it is money
rather than agricultural produce. These gifts to God, offered and dedicated in our worship services, are used to maintain
the institution of the church by supporting its ministry and mission. This includes worship, congregational care, spiritual development, hospitality & outreach, and missions by way of support for clergy and staff, building maintenance and
other budgetary items. What we can conclude from this is that we give first because it is a gift pleasing to God. As a
result of our giving to God in worship, we also support all aspects of the important work of the church.
Jim Wells, Wisconsin United Methodist Foundation
———————————————————————————————————————————————-

Thank you to everyone who shared
poinsettias in honor or memory of loved ones
Arthur G. Whipple in memory of
Letha Whipple, Dad & Mother, Evonne,
and Nancy
Ron & Lois Mauermann in memory of
Willard & Helen Mauermann &
Stan & Esther Mauermann

Pauline Blum in memory of
Bill & Alan Blum

Kathy, Johanna, Andy, Elena, Owen Chenous and
Maryellen Sullivan in memory of
Bradley Chenous and Roger Sullivan

Bev & Ron Johnson in memory of
Raymond Johnson, Fentie Welsh,
Ruth & Orville Flaherty

Ron & Bev Johnson in honor of
our children, grand and great grandchildren Ray Sr., Steve, Jeff, Paul, Eric, Val & Ray Jr (Jolene),
Ryan, JJ, Tanner, Sawyer, Nickolas, Catherine,
Payton, Riley Jo, and Danny

Nate & Joanne Hare in honor of
our son, parents, grandparents, and sister

Joyce Nethery and family in memory of
Jerry Nethery

Lillian Falk in memory of
Ted Falk and Clarence & Luella Falk

Harold & Elaine Ruchti in memory of
our son, Richard Ruchti

Mike and Deb Hutchinson in honor of
our loved ones

Barbara Griffin

Dan & Robyn Essler celebration of
the lives of Leon & Doris Brink,
Howard & Penny Brink,
and Ethel & Donnie Essler
Virgil & Carol Leopold in honor of
our parents, brothers, and sisters

Evelyn Tschanz in memory of
Joe Tschanz and Bradly Schimke
Jeff & Barb Ingebritsen in memory of
Tom & June Black
Eleanor Stalder in Memory of
Robert Stalder, Dorothy & Harold Wagner,
and Doug & Gen Schuett

Noah’s Ark Fundraiser

Noah’s Ark will start selling handcrafted greeting cards from cards with a cause Monday January 11.
Five different boxes are available: 2 different All Occasion Boxes, Thanks & Blanks Box and a Kids
Birthday Box, each box contains 30 unique handcrafted cards with envelopes to match. The Holiday
Box contains 50 unique cards designed for various holidays with white envelopes. All boxes sell for
$30.00 per box. The charming organizer boxes make for wonderful keepsakes. For more information,
please talk to Tina Swingen in the church office, Ruby Clark in the Noah’s Ark office or a Noah’s Ark
parent. Money is due January 22. Please make checks out to Noah’s Ark.

Jan. 1 Shirley Brunkow
Jan. 1 Curtis Schwerin
Jan. 2 Laurie Prien
Jan. 3 Steve Schulz
Jan. 4 Brooke Bauman
Jan. 4 Cathy Kuehl
Jan. 4 Randall Schwartz
Jan. 5 Dustin Burkhalter
Jan. 9 Judith Gray
Jan. 11 Mary Jane Grenzow
Jan. 14 Carol Stamm
Jan. 15 Troy Clark
Jan. 15 John Spangler
Jan. 16 Jennifer Bear
Jan. 17 Zachary Johnson
Jan. 17 Amanda Pas
Jan. 17 Guadalupe Schafer
Jan. 18 Robert Lostetter
Jan. 20 Annette Holmstrom
Jan. 22 Richard Bonjour
Jan. 22 Padraic Houston
Jan. 22 Nathan Kundert
Jan. 22 Doris Schmerse
Jan. 23 Todd Burkhalter
Jan. 24 Joanne Albright
Jan. 24 Katherine Griepentrog
Jan. 25 Heath Bear
Jan. 26 Samantha Kubly
Jan. 26 Alexander Schafer
Jan. 27 Judith Klassy
Jan. 27 Angelica Santiago
Jan. 29 Nathan Hare
Jan. 30 Jocelyn Douglas
Jan. 30 Robert Kupersmith

Jan. 2
Jan. 6
Jan. 10
Jan. 25
Jan 25
Jan. 26

Richard & Millie Douglas
Roland & Joan Emberson
Donald & Maralyn Martin
Eric & Rosalie Katzenberger
Harvey & Susan Loeffel
John & Debbie Spangler

We apologize if we missed your special day.
Please let the church office know of your
special day and we will make the correction.

Thank you to our Advent readers and candle
lighters: the Chenous family, the Ermey family,
the Briggs family, the Fahrney family, and the
Essler family
Thank you to all of our beautiful singers: Jeff
Ingebritsen, Jane Olson, Linda Nack,
John Daane and Ann Kloepping

Summer 2019 Projects
Parking Lot and A/C
Goal:
$ 97,000
Received to date: $
97,000
Due to Noah Ark making an
early payment on there third
installment we have now
reached our goal!!
Thank you to everyone!!

Let us remember as the Apostle Peter wrote in his letters that ‘the church is the people of God who are
called’ to fulfill the mission of God (missio Dei) in the world through the ‘holy and chosen priesthood of all
believers.’ You are the people who are called and responded to God’s divine call to the ministry of Jesus
Christ in the community and the world. As Bishop Jung said that we are the ‘threshold of a new beginnings.’
I am looking forward to the celebration of 40th Anniversary of this building in the fall and preparing for future ministries in the community. Also, I will celebrate 30 years of pastoral ministry, 25 years of ordained
ministry, and 20 years of teaching ministry in the prestigious seminary schools such as Drew, Princeton,
New Brunswick, and Garrett-Evangelical Seminary at Northwestern University.
Thank you for your commitment and join with me to the new beginning of this coming year for restoration
and renewal of the vision of our church.
May God in Three Persons bless you richly and abundantly in the coming of New Year for his divine purpose for us! Happy New Year, my beloved family of God!

“Grow in the grace of God, Soli Deo Gloria!”
Rev. Dr. Don S. Kim, Ph.D, STM, M.Phil, M.Div.
Senior Pastor, Monroe United Methodist Church
www.Monroeumc.com/608-325-6700 (Office)
Transformed Lives Transform Communities”
– Bring In, Grow Up, Send Out

Upcoming Meetings and Events
Jan. 4 Nomination Committee—6:30
Jan. 11 Trustees—6:00
Jan. 11 Finance-7:15
Jan. 18 Ad Council—6:30
Jan. 25 Blood Drive-11:30 to 5:30

Reminder please submit your Pledge cards for 2021
to the church office

