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Worship Schedule
Sunday 8:00 a.m. & 10:15 a.m.
and Online
9:15 Sunday School
Staff Nursery for 5 years of age
and under
Adoración 2:00

Office Hours
8:30 am - 4:00pm

The next Good News
Deadline January 20

Jesus said, “I am the Way, the Truth,
and the Life.” John 14:6
Our church exists so that all people might find the Way, know the Truth, and experience the Life!”
Through discipleship, ministry, fellowship and worship we strive to bring the joy of knowing Christ to our members and community.

January 2022

Monroe United Methodist Church
2227 4th Street, Monroe, WI 53566 • (608) 325-6700 · www.monroeumc.com · monroeumc@tds.net

Mission Statement
“Transformed Lives Transform Communities”
Bring them In
Grow them Up
Send them Out
We are called, empowered by the Holy Spirit, to reach out to the world, that longs for wholeness
and healing, through worship, fellowship,
discipleship and ministry, so that all people may experience salvation and
wholeness through Jesus Christ and glorify God!

Starting January 5, 2022, on Wednesday
evenings at 6:30 p.m., the Monroe United
Methodist Church will be hosting the viewing
of the world renowned series,
The Chosen. Everyone is welcome.
The Chosen is the first-ever multi-season movie
series about the life of Jesus. Created outside of
the Hollywood system, The Chosen allows us to
see Him through the eyes of those who knew
Him. No matter where you are in your journey
with Jesus Christ, this series is for you.

New Adult Sunday School Class

New adult Sunday School class starts on Jan. 9 at 9:15 in the Library
Explore the most popular sermon ever delivered! Dr. Amy-Jill Levine invites us to hear Jesus’ Sermon on
the Mount anew and understand it in light of the world in which Jesus spoke. This exciting video series will
begin in the library on Sunday, Jan. 9 at 9:15 a.m. Books are available on the Blessed to be a Blessing table.

Please note the church has a
new email
monroemethodist@gmail.com

Pastor’s Message – January 2022
New Heights with Pastor Jeff (PJ)
ON THE TO-DO LIST
I am sure everyone reading this, myself included, has to some
extent a list of things to do in preparation for Christmas. Gifts to
purchase and wrap, ingredients for celebration dinners, a schedule
of when to see friends and family and items to be hung and placed
to decorate our homes in festive fashion. Prayerfully, some are
even planning on going to a Christmas Eve service at church as
well.

I wonder though, if it would be more pleasing to Jesus Christ,
whose birth we are preparing to celebrate, if we made a different
kind of list. A list of things to do inspired by Jesus and the story
of His birth at Christmas for after Christmas and throughout the
coming year.
Donations to give to those in need, acts of random kindness to
perform, folks to reconnect or even reconcile with, organizing
priorities around our spiritual life and, through our relationship
with God, fill our role as called in God’s plan to save humanity
through the death and resurrection of that baby boy born on
Christmas night.
It would be a daunting list to write and an even more
challenging list to complete. However, I cannot help but think
that it would not only be more pleasing to God than completing that list of things to do for Christmas, but that
it would bring us a great deal more joy and fulfillment than any other list of things to do we will ever write.

PJ

Northcott Neighborhood House

Thanksgiving Dinner Giveaway was a Great Success
Because of You!
A news note to all of us from the Wisconsin UMC Conference office:
On behalf of Executive Director Kearney, "you made the 'Tis the Season Thanksgiving Dinner Giveaway'
a huge success! You all were such a blessing to thousands of people on Thanksgiving Day. The Northcott
Neighborhood House fed several thousands of people and brought smiles and happiness to many hearts!
Special thanks to United Methodist Churches and the WI Conference. Here are your apportionment
dollars and individual gifts at work and making a huge difference!"
Each month one-fifth of our undesignated MISSIONS offering is given to Northcott Neighborhood House.
Thanks for supporting this important outreach to our neighbors in Milwaukee.



Thank you to Carrie and Randy Schwartz, Elaine and Harvey Klassy and Barb Bartsch for their generous
donation to the AED machine that is now in the Narthex.
Thank you to all of our Advent readers: Kathy, Elena, Owen Chenous, Julie Mau, Bart & Deb Briggs,
Terry & Gwen Shaker, Dennis & Sandi Nelson, Randy & Terry Tackett, Don Amphlett & Jan Johnson,
Dennis & Amber Griepentrog & Family, and Caleb McIntosh & family.

STEWARDSHIP MESSAGE
From the Finance Committee
The Word became flesh and made his home among us.
We have seen his glory, glory like that of a father’s only son,
Full of grace and truth.
John 1:14
What a wonderful feeling of security we can feel when we know we have placed our trust, our hope, our very
lives in this Son of our heavenly Father! As we look forward to 2022, we face the challenge of raising our
giving to meet our needs if we are to expand our programming and our outreach in Christian witness. Will
others know God’s grace and truth because of us?
Because of Pastor Kim’s diligence in controlling our expenses in 2020, we spent only $30,400 more than our
actual giving toward the budget. However, when the Payroll Protection Plan loan/grant is included, we ended
the year with a positive balance of $22,400 – a most welcome position after 3 years of negative
year-end totals.
We are most grateful for your participation in making this happen as well as your support of the heating and
air conditioning project in the education wing, and your gifts to the current roof replacement project and the
more recent audio/visual upgrades. As necessary as these building upkeep projects are, they are not part of the
regular operating budget; thus your support of them keeps us in our building!
When Pastor Kim was reassigned in June, we stood at a $20,000 positive cash flow (including our PPP loan/
grant in 2021). Unfortunately, since then our expenses have exceeded our income by about $36,800 with a
current net deficit of $16,600 at the end of November. Unless December income exceeds that of 2020, we
may have difficulty breaking even in 2021. Trusting in God’s goodness and your faithfulness, we eagerly
look forward to the financial reports at the end of December.
We invite you to prayerfully consider the pledges you made for 2022, or to submit one if you have not already
done so. As a church we intentionally live by faith, but your church leaders need to feel the church
membership is truly involved in our collective witness as members of Monroe UMC.
May Christ be born anew in each of us in this season to inspire and enable all of us in 2022!
Happy New Year!

************************************************
Roofing Report Update
In May and June we received $1,956; in July, $2,355; in August, $5,640; in September, $1,540; in October
$1,290; in November $5,700. When matched by the Maintenance Endowment Fund, the total comes to
$36,962. The PowerPoint announcement before worship shows you the new total each week as we move
toward our Phase 1 goal of $54,000. Once again, thank you for your part in reaching this goal!

***************************************
From The Administrative Team:
We hope everyone had a Merry Christmas and Happy New Year!!! The children
have been beaming with excitement, they bring so much joy and merriment to the
building. What a wonderful start we have had to our school year - it’s hard to
believe that we are starting a new year already! Noah’s Ark continues to meet the
needs of our children and families. Currently we provide care to 37 families and 60
children with mainly full-time schedules and some with varying part-time schedules.
We also employ 12 full-time staff and 3 part-time staff. We are looking to hire at least two more full-time
teachers. Anyone that is interested in applying can either send a resume to Ruby at directornoahark@hotmail.com or stop by the Noah’s Ark Office for an application. Each day is full of fun, fellowship, and learning opportunities. Any questions regarding our policies or job openings can be addressed to the
Administrative Team or call our office at (608) 325-8567. We are happy to share additional information. We
look forward to the new year with hope and excitement. Thank you for your continued support of Noah’s

UPCOMING MEETINGS AND EVENTS
January 1
January 5
January 10
January 10
January 11
January 27
January 25

Happy New Year
6:30 The Chosen
6:00 Trustee Meeting
7:00 Finance Meeting
6:30 Mission Committee Meeting
5:30 Noah’s Ark Board Meeting
5:45 Noah’s Ark Staff Meeting

Prayer Meeting by phone is every Tuesday at 5:30 p.m.
If you would like to join please contact Luanna Parr at 325-2557
Every Friday Night
6:00 p.m. is Kingdom Quest in the Senior High Room New Years Eve will be held at 4:00 p.m.
7:00-10:00 p.m. is Volleyball in Fellowship Hall (No volleyball on Dec. 24 and Dec. 31)
GEL
Spiritually Bonding, Shaping & Molding Youth
Open to all Pre-Youth (Middle School age students)
And Youth (High School age students)
Sunday Nights form 5:30—7:00 p.m. in The Fellowship Hall


The month of January prayer focus is leaders of our worship.
Appoint leaders to these positions that will lead in praise and thanksgiving. Help our leaders not to put
confidence in the flesh as they teach us to worship in the Spirit and truth.


Volunteer Spotlight for January

Altar Guild

In January we are honoring the many, many caring people who volunteer to
share their service to the church by serving on the altar guild. This includes
everyone who contributes to the decorating of the church, including caring for
the flowers and putting up and taking down our Christmas trees and
garland. It also includes all the communion stewards. We can’t forget the
people who designed and made our beautiful banners. And, lastly, all the
materials in the pews have to be renewed. Thank you to each person who performs one of these very
important jobs.
To honor and thank these caring, hard working, and dedicated volunteers for all they do, we will be serving
cake on January 16 between services.

Happy Birthday
Jan. 1
Jan. 1
Jan. 2
Jan. 3
Jan. 4
Jan. 4
Jan. 5
Jan. 9
Jan. 11
Jan. 14
Jan. 15
Jan. 15
Jan. 16
Jan. 17
Jan. 17
Jan. 18
Jan. 20
Jan. 22
Jan. 22
Jan. 22
Jan. 22
Jan. 23
Jan. 24
Jan. 24
Jan. 25
Jan. 26
Jan. 26
Jan. 27
Jan. 27
Jan. 29
Jan. 30
Jan. 30

Shirley Brunkow
Curtis Schwerin
Laurie Prien
Steve Schulz
Brooke Bauman
Randall Schwartz
Dustin Burkhalter
Judith Gray
Mary Jane Grenzow
Carol Stamm
Troy Clark
John Spangler
Jennifer Bear
Zachary Johnson
Amanda Pas
Robert Lostetter
Annette Holmstrom
Richard Bonjour
Padraic Houston
Nathan Kundert
Doris Schmerse
Todd Burkhalter
Joanne Albright
Katherine Griepentrog
Heath Bear
Samantha Kubly
Alexander Schafer
Judith Klassy
Angelica Santiago
Nathan Hare
Jocelyn Douglas
Robert Kupersmith

Happy Anniversary
Jan. 2
Jan. 6
Jan. 10
Jan. 25
Jan 25
Jan. 26

Richard & Millie Douglas
Roland & Joan Emberson
Donald & Maralyn Martin
Eric & Rosalie Katzenberger
Harvey & Susan Loeffel
John & Debbie Spangler

We apologize if we missed your special day.
Please let the church office know of your
special day and we will make the correction.

DIG IT! MONROE UMC FRIDAY NIGHT
VOLLEYBALL AT 7 PM:
Come and enjoy Christian Fellowship in a safe family atmosphere while playing indoor volleyball in the
Fellowship Hall at Monroe UMC. You do not have
to be a member of Monroe UMC to play and you are
welcome to invite friends to come. Whether casual
or competitive come enjoy working out body, mind
and soul playing.
If you are interested and have any questions call
Todd Carter at 608-558-8896

KINGDOM QUEST AT 6 PM ON
FRIDAY NIGHTS
Haley Jinkerson is still collecting:
School supplies
Toothpaste/tooth brushes
Deodorant
Wash cloths
Combs
Soap
Feminine produces

A Gathering for Tabletop Role-Playing Games
(such as D&D) in a safe place for Christian Fellowship. Owen and Christina Johnson as well as Jacob
Meyer will be running campaigns for beginners to
pros from age 10 and up. All are welcome and you do
not have to be a member of Monroe UMC to attend.
Invite a friend to come for a night of adventure.

Thank you to everyone who shared poinsettias in memory of loved ones
Pauline Blum in memory of
Bill, Alan, and Joel Blum
Evelyn Tschanz in memory of
Joe Tschanz, Bradley Schimke, and
Tonya Whitney
Barbara Griffin
Marilyn Kubly-Schmid in memory of
Donald R. Kubly and Eugene Schmid
Family of John Schmid in memory of
Sharon Kay Schmid
Kathy, Andy, Johanna, Elena, Owen Chenous
and Maryellen Sullivan in memory of
Bradley Chenous and Roger Sullivan
Maralyn Martin
Roland and Joan Emberson in memory of
Charles and Leila Phillips, Arthur and
Thilda Emberson
Ron & Lois Mauermann in memory of
Willard and Helen Mauermann
Stan and Esther Mauermann
John and Nita Carson
Walter Bauman in memory of my parents
Ben and Florence Bauman

Jim and Jolynn McIntosh & family in memory of
Roger & Joanne Seffrood, Mary Hanson,
Vernon “Bub” McIntosh
Lois Aebly in memory of
Stanley Aebly
Harold & Elaine Ruchti in memory of our son
Richard Ruchti
Joyce Nethery and family in memory of
Jerry Nethery
Ed and Mandy Pas in memory of
LeVerne and Lillian Long, Ed and Dorothy Pas,
Jim Graham
Dan & Robyn Essler in celebration of
Leon & Doris Brink, Howard and Penny Brink,
Ethel and Donald Essler
Paul and Gladys Laube in memory of our parents
Mildred and Everette Laube, Elsie and
Arnold Grubbe
Doris Schmerse in memory of
Bill and Sadie Haman,
Chet and Alvina Schmerse
Pat and Annette Holmstrom in memory of
our parents, grandparents, siblings

Owen, Christina, Isabella, and Aleczander Johnson
in memory of Dr. David M. Johnson

Scott and Becky Feldt in memory of
Wally and Betty Feldt, Bobbie, Evelyn and
Diane Schuler,

Terry Tackett in loving memory of
Eugene and Marilyn Mailand

Arthur G. Whipple in memory of
Letha

Ronald and Kathleen Hermanson in memory of
Ivan and Helen Grunder, Morris and
Dora Hermanson

Nate and Joanne Hare in memory of
grandparents, parents, son, sister

Marcia and Gene Findlay in memory of our parents
Al and Daisy Findlay, Harold and Cleo Nipple
Shannon and Scott Vandlen in memory of
Shirla Kelly
Sally Kahl in memory of her husband
Micheal E. Kahl
Dennis Davis in memory of
Marcia Davis
Lorie Kline in memory of my parents
Mike and Betty Harwood
Kyle and Katie Hofmaster in memory of
LaVerne “Mike” Schmerse

Todd and Amy Burkhalter family in memory of
Beverly Rose Gebhardt
Lillian Falk in memory of
Ted Falk
Eleanor Stalder in memory of
Robert Stalder, Dorothy and Harold Wagner,
Gen and Doug Schuett
Betsy, Tony & Ashley Lauer in memory of
Dennis Lauer, Ken and Doni Thomas,
Wriglie Trimble
Carol Wells and family in memory of
Marvin Wells
Doris Schmerse in memory of
Mike Schmerse

