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Office Hours
8:30 am - 4:00pm

The next Good News
Deadline January 25

Jesus said, “I am the Way, the Truth,
and the Life.” John 14:6
Our church exists so that all people might find the Way, know the Truth, and experience the Life!”
Through discipleship, ministry, fellowship and worship we strive to bring the joy of knowing Christ to our members and community.
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Monroe United Methodist Church
2227 4th Street, Monroe, WI 53566 • (608) 325-6700 · www.monroeumc.com · monroeumc@tds.net

Mission Statement
“Transformed Lives Transform Communities”
Bring them In
Grow them Up
Send them Out

We are called, empowered by the Holy Spirit, to reach out to the world, that longs for wholeness
and healing, through worship, fellowship,
discipleship and ministry, so that all people may experience salvation and
wholeness through Jesus Christ and glorify God!

There are four ways to join us for worship, Sunday 9:30 a.m.

In-person Worship
Drive-in Worship park in the parking lot, turn your radio to FM 90.5
Facebook live streaming
Worship will be recorded and posted at a later time to www.monroeumc.com
* In-Person Worship
Doors open at 9:00 a.m.
Center doors will be open. Please seat yourself in pews in front of marked post-it notes.
* Facemasks are required.
Please, no food or drink in the building.
Bathrooms nearest the sanctuary are open.
FM Transmitter/Ventilation Update
It is believed that the FM Transmitter does not pose a danger to medical devices, by staying away from the
sound booth.
Sanctuary ventilation is safe enough to accommodate people in the sanctuary with physical distancing.

ASH WEDNESDAY SERVICE
February 17
3:00 p.m.
In person with social distancing
Facebook live and recorded and posted at a later time to
www.monroeumc.com
*Facemasks are required

A Call to Action for The United Methodist Church in Times of Challenge
January 15, 2021

Grace and Peace to you, Sisters and Brothers in Christ. These are challenging times that we live in. The continued rise
of COVID-19 infections and deaths around the world, the attack on the US Capitol last week, and the undeniable expressions of racism, white supremacy and systemic inequity in our communities have provided a sobering start to the
new year. And yet, I find that the upcoming commemoration of the birth of Dr. Martin Luther King Jr., and Inauguration Day in the US provide us, in the midst of turmoil, with much needed opportunities for reflection and rededication.
The images of insurrectionists storming the hallowed halls of the Capitol cannot be unseen. For the first time in history
the President of the United States has been impeached for the second time. The deployment of thousands of National
Guard troops to Washington, DC for the inauguration appear as scenes from a movie. As one who sits in a state capitol
preparing for further disruption, I grieve for America, for democracy and for our Christian witness.
I ask myself, “what would Dr. King say? What would he do?”

Dr. King lived during challenging times as well. In his sermon, Remaining Awake Through a Great Revolution, he
says, “One of the great liabilities of life is that all too many people find themselves living amid a great period of social
change, and yet they fail to develop the new attitudes, the new mental responses, that the new situation demands. They
end up sleeping through a revolution.”
Dr. King proclaimed and demonstrated a picture of peace for our world that has been so deeply violated. Those who
participated in the act of sedition last week wanted the world to believe that it was a revolution, but it was not. It was
insurrection rooted in racism.
The majority of persons on the capitol grounds were white.
The slurs shouted were not Christian.
The signs invoking the name of Jesus in the midst of these violations offensive.
The destruction of property is inexcusable.
The Confederate flag waving in the Rotunda was abhorrent.

All were signs of white supremacy that runs rampant in America today.
Despite this disheartening event and the history of violence and harm that has been fueling it for generations, I believe
that we are in the midst of the revolution that Dr. King references. Social change is happening. Peaceful protests for
racial justice which declare that Black Lives Matter are helping to make our voices heard and are changing the way we
live together.
The lectionary gospel lesson for this Sunday (John 1:43-51) finds Jesus issuing a call to one of the disciples, Philip, to
“follow me” and another, Nathaniel, deciding whether or not to say yes. “Can anything good come from Nazareth?”
Nathaniel asked. There are many who look upon the blemished history of our denomination and wonder if we will
sleep through this revolution. They wonder if anything good can come from The United Methodist Church in the
movement to dismantle racism. As members of the Council of Bishops of The United Methodist Church, we have rededicated ourselves to this work and are responding to this query as Phillip did saying, “Come and see.” We invite you
to join us as we take seriously the call to follow Jesus during these challenging times by renouncing the spiritual forces
of wickedness, rejecting the evil powers of this world and repenting of our sin. In the coming weeks we will be offering
and highlighting opportunities for spiritual formation, dialogue, and action so that we might, like Dr. King, serve as the
ambassadors of love, grace, peace and justice that once and for all tear down the strongholds of hatred, oppression, and
division among us.
My prayer is that the people of The United Methodist Church will not sleep through this revolution. We must be willing to adopt the new hearts, minds and skills necessary to build a church and world where all belong and are embraced
as beloved of God.

Bishop Cynthia Fierro Harvey
President-Council of Bishops
The United Methodist Church

GIVING
Stewardship as Discipleship
February 2021
———————————————————————————————————————————————-

The point is this: whoever sows sparingly will also reap sparingly, and whoever sows bountifully will also
reap bountifully. Each one must give as he has decided in his heart, not reluctantly or under compulsion, for
God loves a cheerful giver. And God is able to make all grace abound to you, so that having all sufficiency in
all things at all times, you may abound in every good work.”
(2 Corinthians 9:6-8)

“God loves a cheerful giver.” Why do you give? Why do you put money in the plate? Why did you sign up
for EFT? Is it to keep the lights on? Is it out of obligation? Is it because “it is just the thing you do”? In this
month of February, when consumer products turn red, chocolate, and velvety, society asks us to think about
love. We give gifts to others because we love them. Could it be that we give in church (online) because of
Love? We are called to give to God because God loves us. We are called to give to God because we love
God. We are called to give, not begrudgingly, but cheerfully! When we give, we are saying, “I love you
God!” We are not saying, “Fine, here you go God.” Why do you give? Look inside of yourself right now. Be
honest. Why do you give? When the plate passes you, what goes through your mind? In this time of online
giving, has your giving changed? Have you been giving more or less? More or less often? Why? Always remember, you cannot out give
God! God loves us and has, does, and will do so much for us. So, in response, we give back to the Lord. We give out of
LOVE.

Rev. Krystal Goodger, Wisconsin United Methodist Foundation
.

Six times each year The United Methodist Church designates Special Sundays with offerings taken for
selected causes. Here at Monroe United Methodist Church we have recently only participated in two of the
six: World Communion Sunday and UMCOR Sunday (formerly One Great Hour of Sharing).
We will now give our members and friends the opportunity to support all six Special Sunday Offerings by
including envelopes in the Good News! for the month each offering is taken. The Special Sundays are:
Human Relations Day (Sunday nearest to Martin Luther King Jr. Birthday)
UMCOR Sunday (During Lent)
Native American Ministries Sunday (After Easter)
Peace with Justice Sunday (Pentecost)
World Communion Sunday (First Sunday in October)
United Methodist Student Day (Sunday after Thanksgiving)
The Sunday recommended for each offering can be changed at the local church level if another date works
better. Your gifts to these offerings are to be in addition to your regular financial support of our church, of
course! No one is required to support any offering, but you are challenged to be generous for these
important needs!

Confirmation News

Confirmation students are invited to meet with Janie in the Choir room on Wednesdays starting
February 3 from 5:00 to 6:00 p.m. to concentrate on completing the text book, projects, and
memorizations.
Call or email Janie with questions at mumchsyouth@tds.net or 608-325-8563.

GREAT CAMP NEWS
There will be Summer Camp at both Pine Lake and Lake Lucerne. Details will be available very soon. Remember that there are camp programs for ALL AGES.
If you would like to help kids, adults and families go to camp, please contribute to the Monroe United Methodist Church Camp Scholarship fund. On the offering envelope, write Camp Scholarship Fund on the “Other”
line. This fund helps pay up to half of the cost, allowing more people to enjoy God’s creation and Christian
fellowship at camp. Thank you for your support of our camps!

Upcoming Meetings and Events
Feb. 8
Feb. 8
Feb. 15
Feb. 17

Trustees 6:00
Finance 7:15
Ad Council 6:30
Ash Wednesday Service 3:00

KEEP A LOOK OUT FOR THE EASTER LILIES FORM
COMING SOON

January 19, 2021

My beloved Wisconsin siblings in Christ,

I greet you in this New Year. 2020 has been a wilderness challenge for us, but
we are a people of the Good News – we are not through the wilderness yet, but
we are striving toward the Promised Land.
I am reminded of God’s promise through Moses to Joshua from Deuteronomy
31:7-8, “Then Moses summoned Joshua and said to him in the sight of all Israel: ‘Be strong and bold, for you are the one who will go with this people into
the land that the Lord has sworn to their ancestors to give them; and you will
put them in possession of it. It is the Lord who goes before you. He will be
with you; he will not fail you or forsake you. Do not fear or be dismayed.”
I want us all to hear the promise of Moses – God is with us. God will not fail
or forsake us. We should leave behind fear and dismay and trust in the Lord. It is easy for us in Wisconsin to think we are
through the wilderness that the COVID pandemic caused because the numbers of new cases are falling. But as we look at
the rest of our country, we see that there is still a long way to go.
But we have good news of vaccines, and a deeper commitment to wearing masks, and healthy social distancing. Our
churches have been praised and affirmed for not holding in-person services and meetings, for taking every possible precaution to protect each other and to use creative means of staying connected.
We may need to continue this way for months to come, but with the brightening light of the Promise Land, growing ever
brighter. I am so proud of all the precautions and safety measures our laity and clergy members have taken. Well done,
good and faithful stewards. Now let us stay the course for the necessary months ahead so that when we return fully to our
sanctuaries and churches, we do so with the assurance that all will be well, healthy, and thriving.
We understand the deep desire for gathering and being together, but we also need to be aware of, and understand, the risks
that gathering poses.
Like John Wesley’s Three Simple Rules, we have adapted Three Simple Rules for Re-Entry:
Be Cautious To determine your best next steps as a local congregation, we recommend that you follow your local County Health Department Guidelines for gathering. Information pertaining to your county’s guidelines and county/public
health numbers can be found here: Wisconsin County Information We encourage your leadership team to access the
vaccine information on the Wisconsin Health Department website and share it with your congregation. We also encourage everyone to get a flu shot if they have not done so already. We ask that you remember John Wesley’s rule of “Do
No Harm” when making your decisions for re-entry. Please remember the vulnerable in your congregations and communities when developing your re-entry plan.
• Be Gracious We ask that you show grace to those who may have differing opinions of what the re-entry process may be
for your church and congregation. Be gracious to those who may choose to remain in a virtual setting, or choose to
safely worship in person, whether that be laity or clergy. We ask that you encourage one another while making these
hard decisions. Work collaboratively and creatively with one another. Remain respectful of the decisions that your laity
and clergy leadership are making regarding whether to open the building or not.
• Be Flexible Be mindful that cases, vaccines, and information are changing daily. Remain flexible with your re-entry
plan knowing that you may have to pivot back to virtual. Make a plan that has tiered phases to it so that you can quickly
adjust without having to have an “all or nothing” plan.
Finally, please remember to follow the CDC guidelines of social distancing, mask-wearing, and proper hygiene. CDC
Guidelines
Experts are recommending proper ventilation and air purification systems.
Know my beautiful Wisconsin people, I am praying for you all. I think of all of you daily, and I rejoice in your faithfulness
through these difficult days. Let us put 2020 behind us – taking with us all that it taught us – to enter 2021 stronger, smarter,
healthier, and more faithful than ever before. Bless you. Thanks be to our God.
In Christ’s Love,

Hee-Soo Jung, PhD
Bishop
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Jack Carter
Janice Douglas
Devon Griepentrog
Pastor Don Kim
Richard Dauck
Willis Schmoldt
Dennis Griepentrog
Kenrad Pederson
Brody Prechel
Braxton Prechel
Caleb Burger
Dennis Davis
Maggie Patterson
Arlie Fahrney
Owen Klemm
Ashton Klemm
Lynn Zimmerman
Bart Briggs
Ronald Albright
Spencer Brunton
Griffin Clark
Carla Pederson
Katrina Sathoff
Aimee Williams
Gwen Shaker
David Ayen
Chris McCabe
Killian Moore
Arthur Whipple
Valerie Deal
Caleb McIntosh
Brian Keith
Alice Westgard
Jolynn McIntosh
Freddy E. Herrera/Sanchez
Carol Kuebli
Amy Kundert
Nita Carson
Megan Deprez
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Paul & Gladys Laube
William & Corinne Wartenweiler
Ceser & Rebecca Navarro
Harold & Elaine Ruchti
Randall & Penny Erickson
John & Mary Jan Grenzow

We apologize if we missed your special day.
Please let the church office know of your
special day and we will make the correction.

Thank you to Jan Johnson and Don Amphlett for
folding our newsletter.
Thank you to all of our beautiful singers
in January Linda Moser and Ann Ermey

Monroe Clinic will begin
vaccinating patients
If you are age 65 and older, please call
Monroe Clinic COVID-19
Vaccine Hotline at 608-324-1815.
The hotline is available
Monday through Friday from
8 am to 5 pm.

Dear United Methodist Church of Monroe,
Your gift has already made an impact…
Small acts, when multiplied by millions of people, can transform the world.
Thank you for your generous gift of $1,800.00 (check #23404 dated October 20, 2020 to Northcott.)
As the Executive Director, I would like to personally thank you for making our work possible. Your kindness supported the
Northcott mission in serving the community.
Your generosity permits us to look beyond the challenges of what we don’t have, to focus on a difference we can make in our
neighborhoods working together and to put forth our full effort and heart into the community we serve together. We are
deeply humbled and privileged to be part of building the futures of individuals in Milwaukee the community that is in the
center of our reasons for existing 58 year.
Our current and future success of providing continued growth of our community families is made possible by the continued
generosity of our church, community and foundation donors. In the coming year, Northcott plans to launch a funding campaign celebrating 50th anniversary of our Juneteenth Day Parade and Street Festival taking place on June 19, 2021. We will
keep you updated on the exciting progress!
Mr. Tony Kearney, Sr.
Executive Director
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Dear Friends in Mission,
Thank you!!
The dear people you just helped with your gift to UMCOR may never have the opportunity to meet you, but if they did, I am
certain their response would be Thank you!
And through your financial support you are serving within a vital network of interactive relationships in the U.S. and in more
than 60 countries in which UMCOR and partnering agencies engage in direct ministry to persons in need.
May we Continue to reveal the love of God for men, women, and children of all ethnic, racial, cultural, and national background and to demonstrate the healing power of the gospel with those who suffer.
Grace and Peace,
Roland Fernanders, General Secretary
Supporting
Red Bird Mission
UMCOR-Where Most Needed
UMCOR COVID-19 Response Fund
Total Gift Amount

$1,200.00
$ 600.00
$ 600.00
$2,400.00

