
Good Friday Reflection  
from Lectio Divina Prayer Bible 

 
Gospel of John 18:1-19:42 

 
READ John 18:1-27 
Jesus is arrested in John’s Gospel there is no agony in the garden. 
Jesus controls everything, and when he proclaims “I AM,” those 
who have come to arrest him fall down as if in worship. They 
bring Jesus to Annas who questions Jesus to no avail. Peter 
fulfills the prediction of Jesus and denies his master. 
 
REFLECT: Why does this Gospel omit any reference to an 
agony in the garden? Jesus has concern for his disciples and acts 
with power. Peter is weak. Love and commitment require 
constant renewal and care. 
 
PRAY: Temptation can be strong. Sometimes concern for self-
preservation can overcome commitment. Pray for perseverance 
in the middle of problems. (Silence) 
 
ACT: Jesus has already gained victory over the world; when you 
are in difficulty or any situation that you cannot handle, reflect 
on your faith in every decision you make. Follow the freedom of 
Jesus in taking up a task today that has been refused by other 
people. 
 
_________________________________________________________ 
 
 
READ John 18:28-19:16 
 
REFLECT: Who sits on the judgement seat in this scene, Pilate 
or Jesus? 
 

PRAY: Pray for people who are controlling by hatred. Pray for 
people who are torn between their conscience and their 
livelihood. (Silence) 
 
ACT: Find out about a local prison ministry. 
 
 
 
Read John 19:17-42 
 
REFLECT: Why did Jesus have to die? Why is there no pain 
and suffering in this Gospel’s account of the passion? Does this 
handling over of the spirit indicate the birth of the church in this 
Gospel? Did Nicodemus become a believer? 
 
PRAY: The church filled with the Spirit continues the mission of 
Jesus. Pray for church leaders, that they may recognize and act 
on their mission to holiness for themselves and others. (Silence) 
 
ACT: Faith and holiness demand acts. Express your faith this 
day by an act in favor of another. 
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